Firm adherence of Staphylococcus aureus and Staphylococcus epidermidis to human hair and effect of detergent treatment.
Staphylococcus aureus and S. epidermidis are common pathogens in hospitals, and care should be taken not to disseminate these organisms among patients. We have focused on human hair as a source of bacterial contamination. We treated hair with culture solutions of S. aureus and S. epidermidis, and then performed scanning electron microscopy. Bacteria were detected on the surface of the cuticles of the hair, and the attached bacteria were not completely removed even by repeated washing with detergents. These results suggested that hair could be a source of bacterial contamination and indicated the importance of decontamination of hair.